
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Tennessee Valley Authority to Protect its Power System with GE Digital 
Energy’s Universal Relays 
After Extensive Evaluation Process, Nation’s Largest Public Power Company Signs Long-Term 
Agreement with GE Digital Energy 

MARKHAM, Ontario, Canada -- October 24, 2008 -- GE Digital Energy has signed a 10-year strategic 
agreement to supply the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), the largest public power company in the 
United States, with Multilin Universal Relay (UR) products for its existing and future substations. The 
Multilin URs, protection and control products that serve as the engine for industrial and utility 
substation automation, will be used throughout TVA’s power system. These products will monitor and 
protect TVA’s power system from failures and outages. The value of this agreement could be worth 
up to $15 Million. 

TVA selected Multilin UR products following a rigorous evaluation of the top global protection and 
control vendors. When TVA opened its bid in 2007, it required a solution that provided the most 
advanced substation protection technology available, reduced copper wiring to save on 
maintenance and installation costs, NERC CIP cyber security compliance, and most importantly, the 
flexibility to apply this platform across all substation applications.  

The Multilin UR products not only met all of TVA’s criteria but also offered comprehensive support for 
IEC 61850, the international standard for substation communication that reduces construction and 
design costs and will allow TVA to upgrade to future technology without having to replace its existing 
infrastructure. 

“We are pleased to have been selected by TVA to provide solutions for their substations.  Multilin 
Universal Relays are driving technology advancements in the protection & control industry and will 
help TVA provide reliable power to its customers throughout the southeastern United States. The 
Multilin UR common platform will decrease response time to system problems, help TVA improve 
efficiency, and support the latest protection and control technologies,” said Vince Tullo, General 
Manager - Sales, GE Digital Energy. “We look forward to our on-going relationship with TVA.” 

GE Digital Energy began collaborating with TVA in 2005 on its innovative Bradley Substation project, 
the world’s first multi-vendor IEC 61850 500 kV substation test site. The goal of this project was to 
develop a substation with dramatically less wiring and improved communications, ultimately 
decreasing costs and increasing power system reliability. The flexibility of Multilin’s URs and the 
product’s ability to seamlessly integrate and operate with other vendors’ relays and software was 
key in the success of the project. This was a great team effort between TVA, GE Digital Energy and 
other dedicated, innovative vendors. The result was a state of the art substation that will help TVA 
provide highly reliable power to its customers. 



For more information about GE Digital Energy’s Multilin Universal Relay products, visit:  
www.gemultilin.com. 
 
 
About GE Digital Energy: 
GE Digital Energy, a division of GE Enterprise Solutions, is a global leader in protection and control, 
communications, power sensing and power quality solutions.  Its products and services increase the 
reliability of electrical power networks and critical equipment for utility, industrial and large 
commercial customers.  From protecting and optimizing assets such as generators, transmission 
lines and motors, to ensuring secure wireless data transmission and providing uninterruptible power, 
GE Digital Energy delivers industry-leading technologies to solve the unique challenges of each 
customer. For more information, visit http://www.gedigitalenergy.com. 
 
About GE Enterprise Solutions: 
GE Enterprise Solutions elevates customers' productivity and profitability with integrated solutions 
using sensors and non-destructive testing; security and life safety technologies; power system 
protection and control; and plant automation and embedded computing systems. Enterprise 
Solutions' high-tech, high-growth businesses include Sensing & Inspection Technologies, 
Security, Digital Energy, and GE Fanuc Intelligent Platforms. The business has 17,000 problem-solving 
employees in more than 60 countries around the world. 
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