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GE to provide National Grid with largest, most stable Utility STATCOM in Europe 

• Latest utility STATCOM solution to strengthen UK’s grid network 
• Enhance network stability and boost operational reliability for the UK-Belgium HVDC 

interconnection 
• GE to deliver 3 stations in the UK 

 
PARIS – December 14, 2016 – National Grid has contracted GE Energy Connections (NYSE: GE) to supply 
its latest Utility STATCOM1 technology at three different substations along its transmission grid. The 
solution will provide added stability supporting the UK-Belgium high voltage direct current (HVDC) 
interconnection (NEMO link).  
 
GE will install its Utility STATCOM solution on a turnkey basis at the Bolney, Ninfield and Richborough 
substations. This STATCOM solution will support National Grid’s alternative current (AC) network and the 
operational reliability of the HVDC connection between the UK and Belgium, which will deliver more than 
1 GW of bi-directional power between the two countries.  The STATCOM solution can help stabilize the 
network, particularly during and after faults occur on the network.  A stable network will ensure the 
HVDC interconnection is reliable in supporting the European Union strategy “to achieve a competitive 
and integrated European energy market”. 
 
“While countries seek to improve grid interconnections, it is essential to ensure that its own grid network is 
viable and reliable. Our solution provides our customers with that confidence, as they forge ahead to 
integrate more renewable energy into their grids,” said Bob Turko, FACTS General Manager, Grid 
Solutions, from GE Energy Connections. “This solution will help National Grid maintain the reliable supply 
of electricity to its customers even when faults occur in the network.” 
 
This next generation STATCOM solution is a Voltage Source Converter (VSC) technology based on 
Modular Multilevel Converter[1] (MMC) architecture leveraged from GE’s robust HVDC solution.  This 
design provides more stable output power generation than other competitive solutions, helping our 
customer’s grids handle faults and fault recovery that is within the industry’s best performance.  This 
more powerful design, combined with GE’s Advanced Digital Control system, and experience from 
almost 400 shunt connected FACTS solutions offers our customers a complete, world-class, digitally 
enabled solution. 
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About Energy Connections 
GE Energy Connections designs and deploys industry-leading technologies that turn the world on.  We transport, 
convert, automate and optimize energy to ensure we provide safe, efficient and reliable electrical power. Uniting 
all the resources and scale of the world’s first digital industrial company, we connect brilliant machines, grids, and 
systems to power utility, oil & gas, marine, mining and renewables customers, that keep our world running.  
www.GEEnergyConnections.com 

 
About Grid Solutions 
Grid Solutions, a GE and Alstom joint venture, equips 90% of power utilities worldwide to bring power from the 
point of generation to end power consumers.  With over 200 years combined experience in providing advanced 
                                                 
1STATCOM = Static Synchronous Compensator  
[1] The Modular Multilevel Converter (MMC) is a scalable technology, built up by identical but individually controllable 
submodules that make high voltage and power capability possible. 

http://www.ge.com/investor-relations
http://www.gegridsolutions.com/powerd/catalog/statcom.htm
http://www.nemo-link.com/
http://www.nemo-link.com/the-project/why-is-an-interconnector-required/
http://www.nemo-link.com/the-project/why-is-an-interconnector-required/
http://www.geenergyconnections.com/
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energy solutions, our products and services enable more resilient, efficient and reliable power systems.  Over 
20,000 employees in 80 countries work to satisfy our customers globally.  For more information, visit 
www.GEGridSolutions.com    
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