GE MDS Toolbox
Introduction


GE MDS maintains a number of small PC applications that provide specific services for customers.  Some are specific to individual GE MDS products, while others are more general.  In an effort to simplify the management of these applications while maintaining a quality product for customers, the Software Engineering department has combined all these tools and utility applications into a single Toolbox.  The individual applications will no longer be offered or supported as stand alone.  It will therefore be necessary to change the GE MDS web site to reflect this policy.


The individual tools and support applications have not changed.  During execution, each of them has the identical look, feel, and behavior as the original stand-alone application.  What has changed is the packaging and the top level versioning.  They will now be offered as a collection of individual elements in a single package.


The GE MDS Toolbox package is simple to use and provides access to all of the tools and applications with a single download.  During installation, the user will be offered a selection of tools and applications to be installed.  By default all tools and applications are selected.  After the selection is made and the Toolbox is installed, from the pull down menu, the user can add or remove tools without needing access to the GE MDS website.


Once the installation process is complete, the Toolbox application can be executed.  The main window opens and displays all the icons for the tools and applications that have been installed.  Individual applications can be executed from this main window.

Toolbox Installation:

The executable file that is downloaded from the GE MDS website is all that is needed for the Toolbox installation.  Two operations take place during this installation, the Toolbox itself is installed along with the selected applications.  When the installation is started, a selection window open that allows the user to select any combination of applications and tools in the list.  By default, all the applications and tools are selected for installation.

The Toolbox installation will also look for instances of Toolbox programs installed as stand-alone.  Since these applications are no longer supported as stand-alone, the Toolbox installer will remove these instances.  Any supporting configuration files associated with existing applications will be saved.

Toolbox View

The view of the applications displayed in the Toolbox window can be changed using a ‘View’ pull-down menu.

Application installation:

After the initial installation process, the user can add to the initial collection of tools by selecting ‘Add Programs’ under the ‘File’ menu.  The selection list includes only those programs that have not been installed.  Installing additional programs does not require downloading or user access to the GE MDS website.

Application removal:

The user can also remove programs by selecting ‘Remove Programs’ from the ‘File’ menu.  The selection list includes only the programs that are currently installed.

Toolbox Removal:

The Toolbox itself can be removed from the Windows Control Panel.  Execute ‘Add or Remove Programs’, scroll down to the GE MDS Toolbox, and select remove.  The Toolbox and all the individual applications and tools will be removed.

